December 21, Wednesday. Wrote Gilpin, District Attor-
ney at Philadelphia, in answer to his private letter as to
prosecution for frauds in Philadelphia Navy Yard.

The papers are publishing the details of the expedition
to Wilmington, and disclosing some confidential circum-
stances which ought not to be made public. One of the
Philadelphia editors says the facts were ascertained and
given to the press by Osborn of New York, a prowling mer-
cenary correspondent of the newspapers who buys black-
mail where he can, and sells intelligence surreptitiously ob-
tained. I wrote to the Secretary of War, giving him the
facts for such action as he may be disposed to take. He in-
formed Fox that he would arrest and try by court martial.

Intelligence of the death of Mr. Dayton, our Minister to
France, creates some commotion among public men. The
event was sudden and his loss will be felt. . . . I had a light
and pleasant acquaintance with him when in the Senate
some fifteen or eighteen years ago, and we had some cor-
respondence and one or two interviews in the Fremont
campaign in 1856, when he was pleased to compliment me,
on comparing Connecticut and New Jersey, with having
done much to place my own State in a right position. We
met again in. the spring of 1861. He was a dignified and
gentlemanly representative, not a trained diplomat, and
unfortunately not acquainted with the language of the
French Court. A numerous progeny has arisen at once to
succeed him. John Bigelow, consul at Paris, has been ap-
pointed Charge", and I doubt if any other person will be
selected who is more fit. Raymond of the Times wants it,
but Bigelow is infinitely his superior.

December 22, Thursday. The Secretary of War returns
my letter concerning the disclosures made of the Wilming-
ton expedition with an indorsement of Assistant-Secre-
tary Dana stating the Secretary desires to know what ac-
tion I wish to have taken.

I have noticed that our energetic and prompt Secretary